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SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT FEES
STATE SWM FEE
BACKGROUND 
Under Section 22.15(b) of the Environmental Protection Act (Act), the Agency is authorized to collect a fee from the owner or operator of a sanitary landfill which is permitted or required to be permitted by the Agency to dispose of solid waste. The non-hazardous solid waste collected by a sanitary landfill would be subject to fee if the landfill is located off the site where such waste was produced and owned, controlled, and operated by someone other than the waste generator. Quarterly fees paid by landfill owners and operators on the amounts of solid waste accepted annually for disposal are deposited into the Solid Waste Management Fund
Landfill owners or operators pay quarterly fees on waste measured in volume (cubic yards) or weight (tonnages). The maximum fee the State may levy in a calendar year on non-hazardous waste amounts exceeding 150,000 cubic yards is $0.95 per cubic yard; or $2.00 per ton. If the waste disposed at a landfill is less than 150,000 cubic yards per year, the following graduated fee schedule based upon the volume of waste disposed is imposed.
 More than 100,000 but less than 150,000 cubic yards - $52,630 ($13,158 quarterly) 
More than 50,000 but less than 100, 000 cubic yards - $23,790 ($5,948 quarterly)
More than 10,000 but less than 50,000 cubic yards - $7,260 ($1,815 quarterly)
10,000 or less cubic yards - $1,050 ($263 quarterly)
The owner or operator of the landfill may pay by weight if the scale is certified annually by the Illinois Department of Agriculture. The tonnages are converted to volume by the Agency using the standard conversion ratio of 3.3 cubic yards per ton.
USE OF STATE FEES 
Agency rules require landfill owners and operators to submit quarterly reports and appropriate fees on the amounts of waste disposed at each site. The state's portion of the fee has provided funds for programs authorized by the Act since 1987. Fees collected are used to:
1.
provide grants to local governments for inspecting, investigating, and enforcement activities under delegation agreements; and
2.
conduct events for  household hazardous waste collection and disposal in the state
In addition, the fund supports the Agency's Office of Pollution Prevention (OPP). Several other solid
waste programs at the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity are also supported by the fund, such as materials recycling grants, market development, technology demonstration, education, university recycling, and siting and technical assistance.
LOCAL SWM FEE
Section 22.15(j) of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act authorizes a unit of local government to collect a fee, from a solid waste disposal facility within its jurisdiction that is accepting solid waste subject to the state fee.
BACKGROUND
Landfill owners and operator pay annual fees on waste measured in volume (cubic yards) or weight (tonnages). The maximum fee that can be imposed by a local government is $0.60 per cubic yard or $1.27 per ton if waste that is subject to the fee exceeds 150,000 cubic yards in a calendar year. If the waste disposed is less than 150,000 cubic yards per year, the following graduated fee schedule based upon the volume of waste disposed is imposed.
 More than 100,000 but less than 150,000 cubic yards - $33.350 
More than 50,000 but less than 100, 000 cubic yards - $15,500
More than 10,000 but less than 50,000 cubic yards - $4,650
10,000 or less cubic yards - $650
LOCAL FEE ACCOUNTING
PROCEDURES
The local government must first adopt an ordinance or resolution to collect the fee. This resolution or ordinance must comply with Section 22.15(j) which describes the conditions and amount of fee that can be collected. A copy of this ordinance or resolution must be filed with the Illinois EPA prior to the local government enacting or collecting any fees
The local government must notify the landfill of its intention to establish the fee, the fee amount, and the effective date of the fee.
The fees and accumulated interest must be maintained by the unit of local government in an account separate from other funds. Records from this account are also subject to audits by the Agency.
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
COLLECTING A SOLID WASTE FEE
Each March, the Waste Reduction and Compliance Section sends each local government assessing a local solid waste fee an annual fee report form. This report, which must be completed and returned to the Agency in April, requires the following information:
1.
total fees collected in the previous calendar year;
2.
total fees collected since the program's inception;
3.
current balance of the fee fund;
4.
projection of income over the next three years;
5.
projection of expenses over the next three years; and
6.
a narrative of the general direction and scope of future expenditures.
USE OF LOCAL REVENUES
The Act provides that units of local government can use local fees for solid waste management purposes, including long-term monitoring and maintenance of landfills and planning, implementation, inspection, enforcement, and other activities consistent with the Illinois Solid Waste Management Act and the Local Solid Waste Disposal Act. The Act also specifies that if the fees are to be used to conduct a
local sanitary landfill inspection or enforcement program, the unit of local government must enter into a written delegation agreement with the Agency. In addition, a local government may use the funds to reimburse a municipality or highway commissioner for expenses incurred in the removal of non-hazardous, non-fluid municipal waste that has been dumped on public property in violation of
state law or local ordinance.
Questions regarding specific uses of local fees should be directed to a local State's Attorney's office or to a unit of local government's legal counsel.
Contact Ms. Ellen Robinson, Waste Reduction and Compliance Section at 217/782-9288.
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